396                 NAVAL MEMOIRS, 1910-1915

be almost entirely dependent on sea-borne water until they
advanced ; and unless they advanced, the guns which had beea
shelling the beaches on the yth would return, no doubt reinforced,
The speedy accumulation of a large reserve of water on shore,
though a military question,  then became a matter of vital
importance from a naval point of view.    We had small craft
with a capacity of 480 tons which were discharging water at
four different places, and an enormous quantity of water in the
ships anchored in Suvla Bay to replenish these vessels; but
strong southerly wind, or damage to water lighters by shell
fire, might make it impracticable to deliver it to the beaches,
Under the most favourable weather conditions it was probable
unless the Army advanced, that the discharge of water would
be limited to the dark hours.

At an early hour on the 8th, Admiral de Robeck visited the
destroyer Foxhound on the left flank, and found that Lieut-
Commander Tupper, hearing that the troops on the ridge above
him were short of water, had cut out his fresh-water tank with
chisel and file and landed it and the ship's canvas bath on the
rocks at the foot of the spur, keeping them continually filled
from the ship. This supply was continued for some days until
good wells were found behind the lines.

Meanwhile Lambart and I were visiting all the beaches.   It
was evident that there was a fierce battle raging on the heights
above Anzac,    Suvla was  profoundly  peaceful.   We found
water being pumped on shore at the three beaches and under
Lala Baba.   At the northern beaches the greatest confusion
existed round the shore end of the hoses, as no receptacles had
been provided for receiving and distributing the water, except
some shallow wooden troughs which were leaky and useless.
Men were crowding round and sucking water through holes
they had made in the hoses with their bayonets, and there
was  much wastage.    The  provision  of receptacles  for the
accumulation and distribution of water was a military responsi-
bility, but the 9th Corps had apparently made none.    We then
set to work to improvise means for accumulating a reserve as
soon as possible.    Every ship off the Peninsula landed her
canvas baths, tanks, etc., and the Admiral ordered all the ships
at Imbros and Mudros to do likewise.    Hoses and fire engines
from the ships were also landed, and naval parties pumped all